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The York Family
L. C. York was shopkeeper 
and postmaster in Whon-
nock from 1894 until 1906. 
He is seen here (right) 
around 1900 with his wife, 
Ellen Elizabeth Williamson, 
and his children Gwendolin, 
Adele, Kathleen and Cecil. 
On the right is L. C. York’s fa-
ther-in-law, John Williamson, 
the diarist. 

Far left: Albert York, here 
five years old,  born in 
Whonnock in 1901. 

Centre: Adele (Wilcox) York.

Left: L. C. York and his wife 
Ellen Elizabeth. Many years 
after Whonnock.

To the far right: A specimen 
page  of John Williamson’s 
1897 diary.  
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The large building (on the right) housed the Heaps mill of-
fices, a store, and a hotel. It stood on the south side of the 
tracks were Stave and Fraser rivers meet. Their mill was 
on the other side of the tracks.

From 1899 until they went bankrupt in 1913, Heaps had 
an important logging operation in the Stave area—they 
took over from the co-operative that in 1896 had started 
“Ruskin Mills”  

The tiny railway station in front of the Heaps building 
shows that Ruskin could have had a railway station in 
1909—or was it a photographer’s trick?

Heaps Mill Offices, Store and Hotel

Above: Building the 
new CPR bridge. New 
cement piers com-
pleted in 1912. Old 
wooden trestles are 
visible behind the 
new piers.

Right: the original 
wooden railway 
bridge over the Stave 
(1885). 
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The “Aunt Hill” 
The slope behind the post office was some-
times referred to as the “Aunt Hill,” because 
various members of the Benson family lived 
along 269th Street.

Around 1910, Margaret Benson, well-known 
as “Granny Benson,” settled in Whonnock 
with her oldest daughter, also called  Mar-
garet, and her youngest son Arthur. 

Shortly after they came to Whonnock, 
Margaret (“Tot”) Benson married Postmas-
ter Richard Sidney Whiting. Their children, 
Dick, Sidney, Bernard, and Margaret grew up 
in Whonnock. 

Arthur Benson, married Lorna Pavey, and 
farmed on Crescent Island after he returned 
from the war. Their two children, Heather 
and Cristopher were rowed over every 
morning to attend school.

Winnifred Gordon, another daughter of 
“Granny Benson,” also lived on 269th Street 
at some time. Her second child, Mary Rose, 
married her cousin, Dick Whiting.     

“Granny Benson” with her children: 
Frances, James, Winnifred, Margaret, 
and William. “Granny Benson” is hold-
ing a letter from her son Arthur who 
was with the army overseas.   

“Granny Benson.”

Right: Richard Sidney Whiting.

Far right: Richard Whiting and 
his wife Margaret née Benson. 

Left: “Granny Benson” with 
Arthur’s wife Lorna and her 
grand-daughter Heather. 
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Whonnock Elementary School

The old Whonnock school on 272nd Street was demolished 
in 1969 and replaced by what is now Dowco’s  building. 

The two photos of the school shown above were taken in 
the spring of 1937. One of the rooms of the school was used 
by  Miss Ferguson’s 1936/1937 primary class shown on the 
left. 
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Gwen Pelkey and Virgil Stolze, 1919

Mable Nelson and Ludewick Matheson

Gwen Pelkey, 1919

Young people in Ruskin around 1919. Photos by Charles Miller

Ruskin store under construction, 1920. 
CPR freight shed on the left. 

Charles A  Miller, 1981 
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Whonnock’s Station

A CPR passenger train makes its way through Whonnock. The road is River 
Road leading to Haney. Photographer Leonard Frank took this picture in 
1932, probably from the side of Lougheed Highway, completed in 1931. 

1917 snapshot of the station. 

Schoolchildren at the station on their way to New West-
minster on the occasion of the Royal Visit in 1939. 
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Luno’s / Canfield’s

Marshall John Luno’s store and service station on the corner of River Road 
and Wharf Road seen from the east (above) and from the west (below). 

The buildings were moved to Lougheed Highway in 1930. 

The Canfields purchased the store in 1946. In front of 
the store are from left to right: June, Lois, Elsie and 
Mrs. Canfield. 

The lean-to was originally a booth for the sale of 
sweets and an pies and milkshakes. In the main 
building groceries were sold. 

The property changed hands several times. Last it ac-
commodated the “Hoofbeat Corral.” 

The building was demolished in 1956. It was built 
about 1900 and was one of the oldest in Whonnock. 

Luno’s
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Moses Ball
Moses Ball was a prominent member of the Ruskin community. He was born in  On-
tario in 1859, and in 1884 married Sarah Agnes Phillips from Nova Scotia. The mar-
riage ended in divorce, leaving Moses with his oldest son, David. 

Moses married again; his second wife was Christine Mitchell. Their adopted daughter, 
Marie Alice (Minnie) Ball became a teacher before she married Carl Nelson.

Moses Ball’s oldest son, David Ball, who was raised by his father, became a train en-
gineer and eventually operated on CPR No. 374, the same engine that had pulled the 
first intercontinental train into Vancouver in 1887.  

Charles Miler: “Another early settler was Moses Ball, who 
had worked on building the railroad and who was farm-
ing in Ruskin by 1891. At a later date he logged for Heaps 
here. Moses Ball served as a municipal councillor in the 
course of time.” 

Brian and Isabel Byrnes: “Moses always had a cigarette in 
his mouth. Day was made for a person if Moses nodded 
in passing. He was well thought off; not full of mirth or 
given to needless chatter. “

Moses and Sarah Ball with David and Beatrice.

Moses Ball (left), David Ball and his family.

CPR No. 374.

David and Moses Ball
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The Store and Gas Station on 272nd Street
The store and gas station on 
272nd Street were built and oper-
ated for a few years by Henry 
(Harry) and Norma Corroyer. 

The grocery store, “Pantry Shelf,” 
was constructed in the summer 
of 1959 and the gas station was 
opened in the summer of 1961. 

What later would be the hardware 
store (left of the grocery store) 
was at that time a home. 

All buildings are now gone.

Drawing by Paul Stanley, 1987.

Opening the gas station in 1961. In this 1961 photo the pumps are not yet installed.
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The Rolleys
James and Fanny Rolley were among the first permanent settlers in Whon-
nock. They settled first at the lake that carries their name. In 1897 the 
Rollley’s moved closer to the Whonnock core and the school on behalf of 
their six-year-old daughter Ruth.  

The Rolley house on 96th Ave.  off 
272nd Ave.

Ruth (later Mrs. Hector Ferguson) and her brother Fred.  James and Fanny Rolley with their children Ruth and Fred. 
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Left to right: Back row: L. C. Muston; F. Rolley (captain); A. Grant; H. J. (Barney) Byrnes, 
visiting; B. Byrnes; J. Bosman; W. Baines; H. Hollinshead (staff sergeant); H. Nielson; L. 
Nash; F. Lee. Front row: unidentified; E. Shoman; H. J. Byrnes Sr.; T. M. Lee.

Whonnock Detachment 60 Coy. Pacific Coast Militia Rangers

Members of the Whonnock Detachment of the PCMR. The 60 Coy. had recently 
been re-armed with 30-30 carabines. 
Left to right. Back row: George Crocket, Allan Grant, Norris McKay, John Larsen, 
Gordon Kearns, Bill Baines, Hans Nielsen. 
Middle row: Fred Lee, Lewellyn Nash, Henry Byrnes, Horace Hollishead, Ed-
mund Key, Edward Neadin, Leslie Cameron. 
Front Row: Herb Jones, Louis Muston, Arthur Coldrick, Ilmari (Al) Hoicka, Glen 
Elwood, Christopher Benson. 
Absent: Fred Rolley, Art Halverson, Brian Byrnes, and Arthur Watson. 

1942 rollcall. Fred Rolley addresses his men. No uniforms. 

The B.C. Rangers group was formed in 1942 after the Japanese in-
vasion of Pearl Harbor. They were “topographical experts of their 
areas,” and their main task was to be “the eyes and ears of the 
Army of the Pacific Coast. They were also trained to defend when 
needed. 

Until they were “stepped down” in 1945 the intensive training 
required left little leisure for the men of the Whonnock Ranger 
group. No holidays or free weekends for anybody. Their dedica-
tion and personal sacrifice should not be forgotten. They “stood 
on guard” for all of us. 
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Bridge being built on 
280th, then Parker Road. 
Albert Miller was engi-
neer. Art McBride worked 
on the job. 

At  that time 280th Street 
ran straight down to 96th 
Avenue across this bridge. 

Later the road was di-
verted to the east, cutting 
through the sports field 
and eliminating the need 
for a bridge.   

The Ruskin Bridge Under Construction 1928–1929


